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The Humanities Faculty is comprised of a lively and enthusiastic team that has a clear vision which is shared by all. We aim to place learning at the heart of all we do. We make it relevant, stimulating and enjoyable and we foster a thirst and curiosity for deeper understanding. We strive to achieve academic excellence and empower our students to take control of their own learning. We place a strong emphasis on lessons that allow opportunities for student exploration that are created by powerful engagement. These are developed during explanation and extended upon through challenging and rewarding activities.

The key strength of our faculty is our team work approach and all our subject staff work closely together in order to allow our students to make outstanding progress. We strongly benefit from this approach and thus staff work in an environment in which all take on responsibility to support all team members. Our programmes of study are innovative and inspiring at all key stages; we aim to develop the learning muscles that students will require in later life through a rich and varied curriculum that exactly matches pupil needs and challenges them.

The faculty is responsible for the teaching of history, geography and religious studies at KS3 and all these subjects are then offered at GCSE level. At A Level we offer history, geography, sociology, government and politics and religious studies. All faculty subjects are extremely popular amongst students with geography attracting the largest cohort of students at GCSE. From September 2017 we will have over 120 students opting to study the subject in Years 9 – 11.  History has also remained a popular subject for many years with eight classes across Years 10 and 11. In the 6th form each of the subjects offered by the faculty have grown in popularity over the past decade as a result of the teaching of engaging lessons and excellent results being achieved at GCSE. We regular ask for student input concerning the provision we offer and their feedback is always very positive. Each of the humanities subjects have enjoyed improving results over the past few years and challenging targets have been set for future examinations.

Our KS3 geography curriculum is constantly being updated to teach the newest and most relevant issues in the World. This year we have introduced new topics on glaciation, energy security, global biomes and globalisation. At GCSE our geography students have been studying the Edexcel specification since September 2017, which includes a variety of new and exciting topics which are proving to engage and challenge students, such as urbanisation and climate change. The A level geography students are also studying the new Edexcel specification which has opened opportunities to study topics not previously taught in such depth. The new coursework element of the course is also allowing for more fieldwork to be implemented in the programme of study. In October 2017 all of the geography A Level students will be spending a week at Flatford Mill in Essex to investigate a geographical topic of their choosing. History students study the Edexcel specification at both GCSE and A Level while RS students study the AQA specification for both. 
Our faculty firmly believes in using visits and fieldwork to enrich and enhance pupil understanding. We regularly run a wide variety of trips with a local, national and international context. Within each subject each year group goes on a visit directly related to their curriculum. In the past three years geography students have enjoyed trips to Dorset, Norfolk, The Netherlands, Iceland and Italy. KS3 history students have the opportunity to visit castles and battle grounds while Year 9 and 10 history students have recently returned from a WWI battlefields trip to Ypres, Belgium. 

At KS3 the humanities subjects are taught in sets, divided into bands throughout the school and pupils are set on entry into the school. Geography and history are taught for 2 lessons a week in Years 7 and 8; religious studies is taught for 1 lesson a week in these years. Students start their GCSE courses in Year 9 and throughout KS4 have 3 lessons a week in each of the humanities subjects. From September 2017 A Level students will have 6 lessons a week in their chosen subjects.
The Humanities Faculty is excited to be moving into a new building in the next academic year. It will house a large number of modern classrooms, each with the latest technology to be used for teaching. The faculty is extremely well resourced in terms of staff, books and equipment. Many new resources have been purchased for the new specifications and fieldwork opportunities now available. 
We look forward to welcoming new members of staff to join our ever growing team.
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