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The Bishop’s Stortford High School
Art Department Profile

Resources
The Art Department at TBSHS is popular and thriving. It is housed in two large teaching rooms and a third room is devoted exclusively to A Level students. Having their own, discreet studio space allows them to work independently outside of lesson time.  Included in this area is a flexible installation space, which is used for pop-up exhibitions, organised and promoted by A-Level students. We have our own department colour printer. There is a kiln room with a large electric kiln, a potter’s wheel and assorted facilities for 3D work. 

Staff
There are two members of the department teaching art. The Head of Department works closely with the BSET Scitt Trainee Induction programme as mentor to Art teacher trainees. 

Curriculum
The Art Department firmly believes in offering a balanced curriculum at KS3 and offers challenging topics which develop the students’ core subject skills. This results in a pathway from Year 7 that enables learners to develop an array of skills and processes that lay a foundation for taking Art further in to GCSE and A Level. 
Rigorous observations on the world and creative thinking are at the core of our department values and we encourage students to take creative risks to generate the very best outcomes in all mediums. 
We aim to cover all units through as many practical activities as possible.  Students in Years 7 and 8 receive 2 lessons per fortnight and extracurricular clubs are full.  
The Art Department currently follows the AQA syllabus for GCSE and A Level. The A Level is delivered as a two-year linear course with Y12 seen as a year for deep subject exploration.
Numbers at GCSE and A Level are healthy. As well as being a firmly drawing and painting based course, students can explore figure-modelling, casting, photography, assemblage and installation.  Results are consistently high and add value.   Our A-Level course attracts many pupils from other schools.  

Assessment
Assessment within the department is in line with the school’s guidelines. There are Common Assessment Tasks several times per year in KS3 that ensure students make the expected level of progress.  The department has embedded Assessment for Learning and self, peer and teacher assessments are carefully balanced to facilitate maximum progression for all.
 
Extra-Curricular Art
Extra-Curricular provision is outstanding and every opportunity is offered to students to get involved in the artistic life of the school. There are clubs at lunchtime and after school students are given extra support where needed. GCSE and A Level students are encouraged to make use of the extra sessions laid on.   

The Future
We are currently developing the TBSHS online Hub/Gallery and Blog, which aims to promote the department around the school. We are also enhancing the departments’ delivery of digital artwork through the use of Adobe Apps and Photoshop. 
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